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Education Department

Saltwells Education Development Centre, Bowling Green Road, Netherton, Dudley, West Midlands.  DY2 9LY

Tel:  01384 813712   Fax:  01384 813801

8th June 2004

Dear Colleagues,

Astley Burf Outdoor Education Centre – New Opportunities Fund Award

As you may be aware, Astley Burf Outdoor Education Centre has benefited from a funding award from the New Opportunities Fund PE & Sport Project.

The £324,400 grant has enabled the authority to replace 3 old buildings with new ‘state of the art’ log cabins along with ICT equipment, provided by Research Machines.

The application required the authority to demonstrate development in several key outcomes, amongst which were:

· Improve physical education and sport in schools.

· Higher standards across whole school through PE and school sport.

· Better opportunities to increase levels of physical activity.

We have addressed these issues through the application, and in order to meet the criteria we will be endeavouring to implement 3 new structured activities at Astley Burf.  These activities are:

· Physical Activity Testing. 

There will be a short activity test on ‘arrival day’ and the same test on ‘leaving’ day.  ICT will be used for pupils to record their results of these tests which will highlight to pupils the advantages of daily physical exercise.

· Volleyball

This will introduce pupils to a net/wall game which is very easy to continue and develop within the school curriculum as an Out of School Hours Learning activity.

· TOP Outdoors

Pupils and staff will work with the TOP Outdoors cards to engage in problem solving activities, which again would be useful to develop in or beyond the school curriculum.

As I understand, Dan Rochelle, Centre Leader at Astley Burf, liaises with each school to design a suitable programme for their visit.  These activities will be built into this programme as appropriate for your school, so that schools will still have flexibility and versatility that is synonymous with Astley Burf.  We are hoping that staff accompanying pupils, will take this step-change on board to support the LEA in delivering the outcomes required by the New Opportunities Fund.

Thank you for your support, and if you do need further information regarding any of the above please do not hesitate to contact me on 01384 813774 or email Maureen.Hooper@dudley.gov.uk

For information regarding Astley Burf generally, please contact Brenda Proctor, Centre Administrator, on 01384 813714 or email of Brenda.Proctor@dudley.gov.uk

Yours faithfully,

Maureen Hooper

Strategic Manager for Physical Education and School Sport

ac. Stuart Harris

     Dan Rochelle

     Brenda Proctor







John Freeman, Director of Education and Lifelong Learning


